For Immediate Release ' 

TUESDAY, JULY 20, 1943 

DEPARTMENT OF . JUSTICE 

The Department of Justice announced today the- arre,s.t by Special 
Agents of the FRT at Honterev, Calif., on July 17, Harold Ebiaaf^' 45s on 
charges of violating the censorship regulations. 



Director J. Edgar Hoover said that Ebury, a British subject, was 
the head of a platinum smuggling ring which in the past few months has sent 
more than 7000 grams of this metal to dealers in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
who were allegedly representing Axis interests. 

Mr. Hoover said that Ebury has admitted using a code in cable 
and mail messages to an associate in Quito, Ecuador, in violation of censor- 
ship regulations which carry a maximum penalty of ten years imprisonment 
and a $10,000 fine, 

Ebury’s hearing before a U, S. Commissioner has been continued 
until July 24. Meanwhile, he is being held in jail at Salinas, California, 
in lieu of a $5,000 bond. 

According to the FBI director, the platinum smuggled by members 
of the ring was purchased from illicit dealers in Colombia and smuggled to 
Argentina through intermediaries in Lima, Peru, Quito, Ecuador, and Santiago, 
Chile, Mr. Hoover said the precious metal was carried by the jugglers in 
a special canvas belt, similar to a money belt, designed by- Ebury and was 
apparently smuggled aboard neutral vessels at Buenos Aires-. 

Mr, Hoover disclosed that in -messages betx-veen Ebufy and his agents 
platinum was 'referred to as "Columbian cloth" and that one such message read, 
in part; "My agent told me the price of the cloth I always ordered (the fine 
one for women's dresses) is going up almost every day because of the big 
demand whiclf exists in all the South American countries, particularly in 
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Argentina". Ebxiry also frequently referred to a platinum shipment as a 

/ 

"remittance", rtr. Hoover said,. 

) 

The FBI Director said that Ebury first came to the attention of 

' % 

the Bureau in August, 1940, v/hen he arrived in the United States from the Far 
East reportedly carrying. $10,000 in Japanese currency which he later forwarded 
to Buenos Aires, In addition ta. his platinimx smuggling, Fir. Hoover said, 

Ebury has also been interested in the '!black market" in. United States dollars 
in Latin America* Such operations are profitable because of. restrictions on 
spending and possessing United States, currency which wbfe designed to prevent .. 
Axis agents frcm unloading American dollars seized by the Nazis in the in- 
vaded countries of Europe. 
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According to the FBI, Ebury was born in .Kidderminster, England, on 
May 28, 1898, He attended school there and also studied mechanical engineer- 
ing at the University of Sheffield, Sheffield, En^and, for two years. Ebury 
served in the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Air Force as a sergeant from 
1916 to 1919« He engaged in private business in Chile from 1920 to 1925 • 

Since then Ebury has lived in Peru, Mexico, Argentina, Ecuador, 
Canada, France, En^and, China and the United States, He claims to be a 
banker by profession, but in recent months has traveled in South America 
imder the 'guise of engaging in the fish liver business, (Ebury has, in the 
past, received shipments of shark livers from South America for the purpose 
of analyzing the oil for its vitamin content). 

While in the United States, which he visited for the first time 
in 1925, Mr, Hoover disclosed, Ebury has lived for varying lengths of time 
in Plainfield, N. J., Forest Hills and Long Beach, N. T., and Palo Alto and 
Del Monte, California, In recent months he has lived with his family near 



Del Monte 




